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EDITORIAL

Many of our readers told us about their 
satisfaction for the publishing last 

month of both articles written and illustrated 
by Stéphane Duchemin which proves that 
the goals and objectives of the French Wing 
are more valid than ever. A big Thank You to 
Stéphane who promised to publish another 
article in a future issue, which should 
surprise you…

It was with great satisfaction that I saw a 
few more members participate in the work 

at the hangar. My calls were heard and I 
want to thank each one of them who did not 
hesitate to sacrifice some of their personal 
time to help accomplishing this ambitious 
project. A lot remains to be done and we 
must accelerate if we want to be ready for 
the target date. A big Thnak You to all of 
you !

Alas, some very bad news ended this 
month of July : The death of Christiane 

Hébert, victim of the Alzheimer disease, and, 
after 4 terrible years for her and her husband 
Christian who sacrificed his life for her. For 
those of you who do not know her story, I 
invite them to read the July 2005 Newsletter, 
in which they will find the complete story of 
the rescue of Sandy Sansing, shot down by 
the flak, and saved by the French Resistance 
and the inhabitants of the village of Puiseux 
en Retz and the town of Fère en Tardennois 
where Christiane Hébert resided. A fantastic 
story which shows the courage of the French 
people and the gratitude they have for the 
American forces who helped the liberation 
of our country.

To end this editorial on some more 
pleasant news, I ask all our members 

to welcome Francis Picco, a new French 
Wing member who lives in Mandelieu La 
Napoule, and who is fond of WWII history. 
Welcome aboard Francis !

Bernard
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DUXFORD 2012 : a REPORT by GaËL DaRQUET
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ThE FREnch winG annUaL GEnERaL 
assEmbLy wiLL TakE PLacE On saT-
URDay nOvEmbER 17, 2012, FROm 2 Pm 
UnTiL 6 Pm, in ERmEnOnviLLE, aT ROGER 
GOUzOn’s hOmE . bOOk This DaTE TODay !

http://www.worldwarbirdnews.com
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JEan-maRiE GaRRic visiTED OUR 
insTaLLaTiOns in LE PLEssis-bELLEviLLE :

Jean-Marie was 
able to meet 
several of our 
members (Roger 
Gouzon on this 
photo) and told 
us in details the 
building of the 
Potez 63-11.
we hope to see 
him back in 
September for the 
grand opening of 
the hangar and its 
mezzanine.
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chRisTianE hébERT
has GOnE wEsT

It is with great sadness that we heard 
about the death of Christiane Hébert 
(Born Coigné), a WWII Resistant, who 
took part in Sandy Sansing rescue after 
he bailed out of his stricken fighter plane 
during a strafing attack on the train 
station of Château-Thierry on June 20, 
1944.

Christiane thus left us without the 
French authorities granting herthe 
status of Resistant, pleading that she 
was only 14 years old at that time, too 
young to have played a significant role, 
while she risked her life on numerous 
occasions. But the French Wing had 
expressed all its gratitude through the 
research which allowed Sandy Sansing 
to find her after very numerous years, 
and through a memorable journey 
to Texas where, in San Marcos and 
in Midland, Christiane received a 
standing ovation from the members 
of the Confederate Air force at that 
time.

Christiane’s funeral took place on August 
2nd in Fère en Tardenois. You can send your 
condolences to her husband, Christian 
Hébert, by writing at his address: Christian 
Hébert, 10 rue du Grès 02130 Fère en 
Tardenois : Christian Hébert, 10 Rue du 
Grès 02130 Fère en Tardenois.

FREnch winG annUaL
GEnERaL assEmbLy

The French Wing annual general 
assembly will take place on saturday 
17 November 2012 in Ermenonville, 
at Roger Gouzon’s home. Book this 
date today !

OLiviER bEyER
is POsTED TO TOULOUsE

Here’s a piece of news that will please 
our members in Toulouse and its area ! 
Olivier, following a successful train-
ing course, was promoted and will be 
posted to Toulouse in September or 
October.

céDRic chanU
is POsTED TO TOULOUsE

If the “Parisians” are sorry about this 
unexpected move, our friends residing 
in the Toulouse area, on the contrary, 
will be very happy because Cédric is 
a very active member of our Associ-
ation. The direct consequence of this 
move is that Cédric sold his MS 733.

These two postings will soon raise the 
number of Toulouse members to 6 : 
John Rœder, Michel Perrin, Jacques 
Leroux, Jean-Pierre Vésine, Cédric 
Chanu, and Olivier Beyer. 

A very good team whose members 
should be able to increase our activi-
ties in this area, starting by a meet-
ing around a good table, and discuss-
ing possible projects on the tracks of  
past successes of Mission 441 and Pu-
jaudran.

OnE mORanE GOEs
OnE mORanE cOmEs

Strange coincidence ! At the same 
time that Cédric sold his MS733, 
Renaud Calmels and one of his 
friends purchased the splendid MS 
733 n° 139.

This aircraft will be based in Les Mu-
reaux since its new owners live on the 
west side of Paris.

This will not stop them from visiting 
us in Le Plessis-Belleville from time to 
time. A trip which will be much faster 
than by road !

NEWS

Christiane Hébert (right) with  Sandy San-
sing and her father Léon Coigné during a re-
ception in Fère town hall. 



FRancis PiccO
nEw mEmbER

It is thanks to the article about Jean-
Marie Garric’s Potez 63-11, put on-line 
on the blog L’Écharpe Blanche, that 
Francis heard about the French Wing. 
Indeed, Francis is fascinated by French 
aviation for the 1939 - 1940 period, and 
regrets that only 3 airplanes of this era 
are in flying condition : Hawk 75, MS 
406, and, today, Jean-Marie Garric’s 
Potez 63-11.

This passion started when he was a kid 
thanks to the story his father, who was 
a member of the ground personel in 
North Africa during WWII, told him, 
thanks to the reading of the book “Ils 
Ouvrirent Le Bal” written by Jean 
Gisclon, and thanks to the numerous 
plastic models of airplanes of this 
era he used to build. The airport of 

Cannes, the town where Francis was 
born on June 15, 1963, having been 
used by a fighter group, he was always 
fascinated by the pilots of French 
aviation, and he works to restore the 
truth about the real reasons of the 
1940 French defeat. Francis’s most 
cherished dream would be to find a 

sample, or the rests of a Bloch 152 
which operated from numerous bases, 
including in our colonies.

Professionally, Francis is Chief of  Local 
Police (2nd class), and the right hand of 
the Director of the Municipal Police 
in Mandelieu. He received several 
distinctions, including the Silver Medal 
of the city of Cannes for feat of arm on 
June 1st, 1991.

He likes cinema, sport, and reading 
books about French Aviation in WWII.

Welcome aboard Francis !

Francis Picco
“Les Heures Claires” - Bat 9

244 Rue Jean Monnet
06210 Mandelieu La Napoule

Tél : 06 64 09 68 43
email : picco.francis@orange.fr
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ROy GRinnELL’s LaTEsT PainTinG

Vassilios “Vass” Vassiliades, of Greek origin, joined the RAF in October 1942, and was posted to Squadron 19 of Wing 122. It was on April 
22, 1944, that he shot down an  Me109 during an escort flight over the area of Strasbourg , the subject of this beautiful painting by Roy. 
He then flew the Tempest and reached the total of victories before he was killed by flak during a strafing attack on March 25, 1945.



The entire month of July was dedicated 
to the hangar and its mezzanine, except 
sundays, and saturday July 7, when 
three aircraft flew to Compiègne to 
take part in the Cercle des Machines 
Volantes annual Fly-in (See the article 
in this issue).

• We concentrated on the fitting of the 
wall and ceiling panels, which includ-
ed the glass wool thermal insulation. A 
long and delicate job because the slope 
of the hangar roof and the various me-
tallic beams supporting it did not make 
it an easy task.

This work was rewarded by the temper-
ature measurements we made during 
the very hot period we went through 
for a few days : 59°C (138°F) below the 
bare roof, to be compared with 32°C 
(89.6°F) below the ceiling of the mez-

zanine, a difference of 27°C (80.6°F) 
thanks to only 6 cm (2,36 in.) of glass 
wool. Very efficient !

This was followed by the panelling of 
the walls above the windows, the con-
struction of the wall between the of-

fice/stores room 
and the meeting 
room, then will 
come the sealing 
of all expansion 
gaps using wood-
en bevelled edg-
es, the assembly 
and fitting of the 
10 opening win-
dow over looking 
the inside of the 
hangar, the ap-
plication of some 

finishing filler, the sanding of the lat-
ter, the painting of the walls, inside and 
outside the mezzanine, etc…

• The electric hoist has been modified, 
re-cabled, and fitted by Anthony and 
Philippe Guglielmo, Gaël Darquet, 
and Roger Gouzon, and it is now fully 
functional. The lifting of the heavy and 
cumbersome loads to the store of the 
mezzanine is already much easier !

• Taking advantage of the big “I” pro-
filed beams which support the floor of 
the mezzanine, Roger has made a dol-
ly which can be moved along one of 
the beams thanks to 4 ball bearings. 
To this dolly can be attached a chain 
hoist which will be useful to lift very 
heavy loads like in the case of an en-
gine change. This hoist will be move-
able along the 5 meters (16 feet) of one 
of the beams.
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At the same time as we fitted the ceiling 
panels, Jacques and Bertrand installed the 
cables of the new electric circuit and the 
new fluorescent lamps.

AT THE HANGAR DOORS
Article and photos : B. Delfino



• Jacques Péligat (Above) and Ber-
trand Brown have started the installa-
tion of the new electric cicuit which 
includes the wiring of the two rooms 
of the mezzanine and the workshop 
at ground level, in order to feed the 
lights and the sockets. This very ef-
ficient help by Jacques and Bertrand 
has greatly helped this project !

• Les principaux ar-
tisans de ces travaux 
de Juillet ont donc 
été Roger Gouzon, 
Cédric Chanu, 
Bertrand Brown, 
Jacques Péligat, 
Anthony Gug-
lielmo, Philippe 
Guglielmo, Fu-
miko Delfino, Ber-
nard Delfino, Jean-
Yves Cercy, Marc 
Miglior, et Fabi-
en Gressier. A big 
Thank You to you 
all !

• Another novel-
ty in the hangar : 
The Me208 (Nord 
1101) which be-
longs to the former 
owner of the han-
gar, Pierre Cavassi-
las, is still parked 
in our hangar be-

cause Pierre did 
not end its res-
toration as ex-
pected, and it 
may take much 
more time than 
planned. Since 
Cédric just sold 
his airplane, in 
mid-september, 
Pierre is going to 
take advantage 
of the departure 
of the MS 733. 
Cédric  who re-
mains the own-
er of this part of 
the hangar will 
rent it to Pierre 
who will move 
his plane  to this 
spare place, thus 
liberating the 
space he is cur-
rently using in 
our hangar.
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The installation of the ceiling plywood panels was difficult because their length is superior to the width of the 
mezzanine. It was thus necessary to fit them by hand despite their weight and size, but once in position, Roger’s 
panel lifter, normally used for smaller plaster panels, was put to good use to support the panels until they were 
screwed onto the structure of the hangar roof.
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Left, Jean-Yves, a perfect gentleman 
farmer on this photo, finds enough 
strength to mow the lawn after a 
hard day’s work ! Of course, it’s a bit 
different from the Airbus 320…
Note the new decoration of the 
lawn mower, in honor of the Flying 
Tigers !

There is still a lot to do, and 
we hope that after seeing and 
reading about this progress, more 
members will come and help us 
complete this project. We have 
one full month to do this. If 
everyone could spare some of his 
own time, this objective will easily 
be reached, and you will have the 
satisfaction to be part of one of 
the most ambitious French Wing 
projects.

Above, Marc Miglior and Roger Gouzon working hard on the inside 
wall panels.
Below, a view from the entrance door. The wall between the meeting 
room and the office and the door are up. at this point, the panels above 
the windows and the fitting of the latter still need to be done.

Above, seen from the door between the meeting room and the office. 
The temperature is now the same as the one found at ground level 
thanks to the insulation used on the ceiling and the outside walls.
Below, seen from the end wall of the office, with the freshly fitted wall 
and door.
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Duxford in England, is, without a 
doubt, one of the greatest air shows 
for warbird lovers.

In Duxford one can find several 
famous organizations : The Imperial 
War Museum Collection (IWM), 
the Fighter Collection (TFC), the 
Old Flying Machine Company 
(OFMC), the Aircraft Restoration 
Company (ARC), the Historic 
Aircraft Collection (HAC), and the 
B-17 Preservation Society.

The airfield itself is 
a highly historical 
place since it was 
the base for the first 
Spitfire squadron 
during the Battle of 
Britain.

Several air shows 
take place each 
year in Duxford, of 
which the popular 
Flying Legends Air 
Show which takes 
place in July.

If the weather was OK on saturday, 
sunday was different : Darker and 
colder. But we avoided rain, which 
was the main thing !

This year was very special, thanks 
to two eagerly awaited displays : 
The freshly restored by TFC 
P-47G, and the formation flight 
of a splendid trio of Spitfires of 
the first generation ! A group of 
Yak gave us a good show, and 
for the rest, it was a rather local 

display since very few aircraft 
came  from Europe, as compared 
with previous years. From France 
only came the Spitfire and the 
Sea Fury belonging to Christophe 
Jacquard.

The show was, this year again, 
magnificent, and it ended as usual with 
the parade of almost all the warbirds ! 
To see them take off in groups of 3 is 
an extraordinary show in itself, and 
in the mean time sir Stephen Grey 

gave us a first class 
demonstration with 
his Bearcat.

A big Thank You to 
Stephen Grey and 
his team, as well as 
the extras and all 
the volunteers for 
this Flying Legend 
Air Show which 
has fully fulfilled its 
promises.

And now, let’s see a 
few pictures !

DUXFORD 2012
Article and photos : G. Darquet.

Fairey Swordfish
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Top to bottom and left to right : Grumann 
F-8F Bearcat and Goodyear FG-1D 
Corsair, the air show final parade, Beech 
Starggerwing, Trio of P-51D Mustang, 
Goodyear FG-1D Corsair, and P-47G 
Thunderbolt.

If you have never attended this 
air show, we strongly recommend 
that you do that at least once. 
Masterfully orchestrated, it has no 
gap. Furthermore, included in the 
admission charge is the visit of the 
museum which, in itself, is worth 
seeing because you can see all the 
planes, including those who are in 
restoration.
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Top to bottom and left to right : Douglas C-47 Skytrain, Curtiss Hawk 75, Curtiss P-40F, Curtiss P-40B and Curtiss P-40F, Hawker 
Sea Fury.
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Association Le Cercle des Machines 
Volantes, in Compiègne, held its 
annual Fly-in, open to the public, on 
June 30 and July 1st.

The French Wing took part in 
this event with 3 airplanes and 7 
members : The Stearman  with Éric 
Bellebon and Renaud Calmels, the 
Piper Cub with Jean-Yves Cercy and 
Roger Gouzon, and the MS733 with 
Cédric Chanu and Bernard Delfino. 
Bertrand Brown, who lives not far 
from there, came by road. Cédric 
Chanu and Éric Bellebon were inter-
viewed by the local TV !

Many beautiful and rare airplanes were 
there, starting with the CMV’s  its 
members’ aircraft, which were joined 
by numerous guests as you will see on 
these pictures.

Five hundreds visitors came during 
the two days and enjoyed some beau-
tiful weather, as opposed to the few 
weeks that preceded and followed this 
week-end. Life sometimes do things 
right…

The airfield of Compiègne is growing 
fast and one can see several brand new 
hangars being built on this immense 
area, a former ALAT military base.

The CMV has 35 members among 
which a dozen actively take part in the 
various current restorations. An excep-
tional percentage, far superior to the one 

usually found in an average association 
of this type. Masterly led by Alexandre 
and Frédéric Collinot who work with 
the town of Compiègne whose effi-
cient help 
comes in 
exchange of 
some educa-
tional activi-
ties for the 
young peo-
ple living in 
the area.

Let’s wish 
good luck to 
this associa-

tion which restores and keep in flying 
condition many rare airplanes.

And now let’s see some pictures…

2012 CMV FLY-IN
Article and photos : B. Delfino

Hatz

Cédric Chanu MS 733

Aéro 45
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T-6 Texan

Compiègne

Interview of Éric Bellebon

Yak 50

Pilatus

French Wing Piper Cub

Pou du Ciel



The CAF French Wing is a non-profit 
Association ruled by the 1901 law, and registered 
under number 2473 of the Journal Officiel dated 
10 July 1996.

Unit Leader : Col Bernard DELFINO
Tél/Fax : 01 48 69 04 57 - Mobile  : 06 80 36 17 17

email 1 : bdelfino26@free.fr
email 2 : bdelfino26@gmail.com

Executive Officer: Bertrand BROWN
Tél : 09 50 19 58 62 - Mobile : 06 16 97 55 06

email : webmaster@gaetanmarie.com

Finance Officer : Claude GASCON
Tél : 03 29 86 71 00 - Mobile : 06 77 69 01 75

email : claudegascon@free.fr

Adjutant Officer : Noël BARANGE
Tél : 01 30 96 68 53 - Mobile  : 06 84 92 90 08

email : noel.b1@club-internet.fr

AIRSHOW is a publication of the French Wing of 
the Commemorative Air Force, Inc. - Any partial 
or complete reproduction of the articles and the 
illustrations published in this monthly Newsletter 
is forbidden without the agreement of the FW. 
Please write to the Association at the following 
address : 19 rue de Cannes 93600 - Aulnay sous 
Bois - FRANCE.

NEW PX ITEM

CD Rom made of 110 photos taken du-
ring the 2012 La Ferté-Alais air show.
Images 1600 pixels jpegs for your computer wall 
paper or private printing. (10 € incl. P & P, 8 € for 
our members)

WING’S PROJECTS
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DOnORs
 

Fabien GRASSIER
Lucienne FARNAULT

Famille MANOUKIANS
Noël BARANGE

Bertrand BROWN
Jacqueline CLERC

Cédric CHANU
Louis-Jean GIOUX
Cédric MALHAIRE
Bertrand BROWN

Marie-Françoise LE CORNEC
Gaël DARQUET

Stéphane DUCHEMIN
Christian WANNYN

Gaël DARQUET
Camille MONTAIGU
Didier CARDINAL

ANONYME
Michel FLEURY
John FRANCIS
Alain JIMENEZ

Jim LUX
Lilian AYARS
Guy ROBERT

Lewis BATEMAN
William DAVIES

Jean-Yves CERCY
Arnaud CHATTON

Claude DE MARCO
Roger GOUZON
Michel PERRIN
Jean-Pierre JOB

Jean-Christophe DEBUISSON
Henri BOURRASSIER
Hugh ALEXANDER III

Sandy SANSING
Regis URSCHLER

George CHANDLER
Matt SIMEK

Guy BORTOLUS
Patrick PIERRE-PIERRE

Eric BESANÇON
Jean BARBAUD

Shirley BATEMAN
David & Eileen BOTTLEY

Marie-Françoise LE CORNEC
Philippe DUFLOT

Christian FALENTIN
Barbara & Aubrey HAIR

Claude REQUI
Kim TOLFREE

Eric JANSSONNE
Christophe BASTIDE

David PRICE
Fumiko DELFINO
Bernard DELFINO

Haruo TANAKA
Eric REARWIN
Yves DONJON

Roy & Irene GRINNELL
Bunty BATEMAN

Marcel FRANCISCI
Dominique DEUDON

John & Anne ROEDER
Ronald WRIGHT

Léon MANOUKIANS
Aviation Club de France

Georges MARCELIN
Semaan SOUEID

TOPGUnaRT.cOm - sky RUnnER 
EDiTiOns LaRiviERE - aiR JOncTiOn TEchniQUE - vF mainTEnancE aéRO

PaTROn cOmPaniEs sUPPORTinG ThE FREnch winG

SPIRIT OF LEWIS
SPONSORS 2012

Flying Sponsors

Hugh Alexander III
Gilles Avenel

Michel Baloche
Eric Bellebon
Rémi Bellet

Jean-Yves Cercy
Gaël Darquet

Bernard Delfino
Claude Gascon

Louis-Jean Gioux
Roger Gouzon
Roy Grinnell
Irene Grinnell
Marc Miglior
John Roeder

Restoration Sponsor

Hugh Alexander III 
Bunty Bateman
Cédric Chanu
Michel Fleury

Maurice Girard
Georges Marcelin

Michel Perrin

Supporting Sponsor

Anonyme 1
Anonyme 2

Bertrand Brown
Didier Cardinal

Jean-Christophe Debuisson
Fumiko Delfino
Danielle Duflot

Barbara Hair
Aubrey Hair

Marcel Ledoux
Jim Lux

Colette McAlester
Georges Marcelin

Jean-Claude Miniggio
Camille Montaigu

Tadao Nomura
Michel Perrin
Haruo Tanaka
Regis Urschler

Ron Wright

La FERTé-aLais 2012

2012 FREnch winG 
annUaL ELEcTiOn

The objecT of This 2012 annual 
elecTion is The posiTion of adjuTanT 
officer. if you’re TempTed by This 
posiTion, as The daTe  of The General 
assembly is november 17, 2012, 
you may send in your applicaTion by 
wriTinG To The french winG’s head 
office before november 2nd, 2012.


